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e Assessment & Restoration Program

Welcome

The primary aim of the U.S. Department of the Interior's (Department)
Natural Resources Damage Assessment and Restoration Program
(Restoration Program) is to restore natural resources injured as the result
of oil spills or hazardous substance releases. The program assesses the
damages and injuries to natural resources entrusted to the Department and
negotiates legal settlements or takes other legal actions against the
responsible parties for the spill or release. Funds from these settlements

are then used to restore the injured resources at no expense to the taxpayer.

Settlements often include the recovery of the costs incurred in assessing
the damages. These funds are then used to fund further damage
assessments.

This site is designed to provide you with a guide to information about the
Department's program--the laws and regulations and Departmental Manual
guidance and policies which govern the program; damage assessment and
restoration cases we are working on; Department contacts; and helpful
links to other sources of information about the field of Natural Resources
Damage Assessment and Restoration.

For more information, please see the Department's introduction to the
Natural Resources Damage Assessment and Restoration Program.
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